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and many of their views, I could have no manner
of doubt of thy willingness to do all in thy power
to remove slavery from the District, wliere it ex-
ists without warrant from the Constitution, and in
its most aggravated form. By this assurance I
have, I believe, fully satisfied the individuals to
whom I allude. Perhaps in making it I have
unintentionally misrepresented thy views and feel-
ings. If so, I can only say that my motives were
of the most friendly nature. In the present pos-
ture of affairs in this district any formal inter-
rogation of candidates in reference to matters of
this kind is certainly to be deprecated. But no-
thing is more certain than that the time is close
at hand when it cannot be avoided. The spirit
working deep in the heart of New England will not
slumber. Party machinery will not much longer
repress it. If I have rightly represented thy views
it would be a great satisfaction to myself to be able
to put a line from thee to that effect in the hands
of two or three gentlemen previous to the coming
election. If on the other hand I have mistaken
them, thee will oblige me by making 110 reply what-
ever in reference to the particular subject of this
letter. Thayer has been acting with a great deal
of prudence as well as firmness in the support of
the Whig nominations.

20th of 2d mo., 183C.

I send thee three small petitions, and will
trouble thee no more for the present session.
Many thanks for thy defense of Adams, and of
the petitioners of Massachusetts. We have just